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by Carol
Salvagione

August 18,
1920 was

the date the
19th amend-
ment to the
United States Constitution was rati-
fied. That amendment afforded women
the right to vote. On August 18, 2004
WIPP (Women Impacting Public Policy)
held a national breakfast event com-
memorating the 84th anniversary of
women’s right to vote. I had the plea-
sure of attending the San Francisco
“We Decide!” event. As I sat there and
listened to the speakers (District
Attorney Kamala Harris, The Hon.
Lillian Sing (Ret.) and City Supervisor
Jake McGoldrick) I kept thinking how
shocking it is that women have only
been allowed to vote for 84 years. It is
a right that so many seem to take for
granted and one that, unfortunately,
so many fail to exercise. Women in this
country outnumber men. Given that
fact, we as women really do have the
ability to elect the next President of
the United States.

At the WIPP event I overheard a
woman admit that she was not regis-
tered to vote. Another said that she
was unable to make it to the polls on
Election Day because of a work com-
mitment. I was surprised to hear such
admissions among a group of profes-
sional women. If professionals are not
getting to the polls, how can we expect
others to do so? To avoid the problem
of not making it to the polls on Elec-
tion Day, I always vote by absentee bal-
lot. However, this year, in honor of the

Write an article about Queen’s
Bench history: a daunting re-

quest. Since Queen’s Bench Second
Vice President and Membership Chair
Joanna Frazier reports that Queen’s
Bench has over 60 new members this
year, many of them law students,
dedicating a Queen’s Bench newslet-
ter issue to the exploration of Queen’s
Bench history for the benefit of new
(and continuing) members seems
timely. But with over 80 years of com-
plex events and a wealth of inspiring
founders to cover, where to start?

I was able to speak with a few Past
Presidents about their memories of
Queen’s Bench and about how condi-
tions have changed for women prac-
ticing law over the past few decades.
This article presents some of the
things I learned from them. It does
not by any means present a complete
history, but for those like myself who
are rather new to the practice of law,
I hope it makes tangible the real
progress women have made in the
practice of law and the important role
Queen’s Bench played in that progress
in San Francisco. A big thank you to
Elvera Wollitz Smith, President in 1954,
Tommy Angell, President in 1960, Hon.
Isabella Horton Grant, President in
1964, and Hon. Ina Levin Gyemant,
President in 1979, for taking the time
to speak with me. Judge Grant and
Judge Gyemant also generously let me
borrow some printed historical mate-
rials from their own collections. Thank

A HISTORY RICH IN TRADITION, SERVICE, AND FUN

Queen’s Bench Founders and Past
Presidents Share Special Memories
by Assistant Newsletter Editor Elizabeth D. “BX” Long

Cover from the Queen’s Bench 75th
Anniversary Gala Celebration Dinner,
October 17, 1996, featuring Mary A.
Wetmore, a Founding Member of
Queen’s Bench, its President in 1926,
and the first woman judge in San
Francisco.
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you also to Queen’s Bench Administrator Maurine Killough
for providing historical material.

Elvera Wollitz Smith
Past President Elvera Wollitz Smith did not learn to

type so that she wouldn’t have to be a secretary. But
she found, in 1934, that there were no law offices in San
Francisco hiring women. She remembers being told that
clients simply wouldn’t understand having a female at-
torney. She was able to begin practicing law in the gen-
eral practice of her family’s attorney in Reno. Ms. Smith
went on to spend most of her career in state jobs, in-
cluding the Judicial Council. In this way she found a way
around the hiring discrimination against women, but she
still found strength in Queen’s Bench. She has enjoyed
the friendships she made through Queen’s Bench, and
the “sociability.” She remembers that Queen’s Bench was
in a sense less serious then, in that it was not as for-
mally politically active as it is now. It did not submit
amicus briefs, for example. During her Presidency, Queen’s
Bench was incorporated, because the members felt that
incorporation would allow them to be more effective in
reaching out to women lawyers.

Tommy Angell
Although her father and brother were lawyers and

she was able to associate with them and be a partner in
a law firm, Past President Tommy Angell was very aware
of the difficulty women had in the legal profession. Ms.
Angell remembers attending weekly Queen’s Bench
lunches where more experienced members would discuss
their experiences with newer members and provide invalu-
able mentoring advice. As older members got to know
the newer ones, the newer ones would find themselves
drafted to serve on committees. Queen’s Bench was the
only place at the time for women to be recognized as lead-
ers, because the Bar Association of San Francisco was
dominated by men. The recognition and experience they
gained in Queens’ Bench made it possible for women to
get onto men’s committees and to become State Bar

delegates. (Queen’s Bench was not yet itself a bar asso-
ciation and relied on its connections to the Bar Associa-
tion of San Francisco to secure delegate positions.) Ms.
Angell found that things weren’t so bad in the legal pro-
fession once the men “got to know you.” One of her most
valuable experiences with Queen’s Bench was doing the
newsletter, because she had to go out and talk to people.

Hon. Isabella Horton Grant
Judge Grant, the third woman to be a Superior Court

judge in San Francisco, and the first woman to be ap-
pointed, gives credit to Queen’s Bench for her becoming
a Superior Court judge. Not long before her appointment
in 1982, Queen’s Bench wrote a letter to then Governor
George Deukmejian pointing out the qualifications of a
few of its members. Judge Grant noted that many Past
Presidents were also Judges, beginning with Hon. Mary
A. Wetmore, third Queen’s Bench President in 1923, who
was sworn in as San Francisco’s first woman judge on
July 4, 1930. Hon. Ollie M. Marie-Victoire, Queen’s Bench
President in 1974, was the second woman to be on the
San Francisco Superior Court bench.

Judge Grant was offered a job as an office manager
when she was searching for work as an attorney after

QB Memories
Continued from page 1

continued, page 3

Excerpt from the Queen’s Bench 2002 Commemorative
Calendar, featuring Mildred Woloski Levin.

Former Queen’s Bench Past Presidents gathered for this photo taken in
September 1983. Pictured standing, from left back are: Evelyn Follett,
1956; Lee Stubbs Penland, 1955; Doris Anderson, 1973; Ruth Miller, 1976;
Lois Fish, 1948; Renee Rubin, 1969; Jettie Pierce Selvig, 1975; Joyce Ferris
Nedde, 1971; Marie Bertillion Collin, 1968; Tommy Angell, 1960; Ruth
Church Gupta, 1953; Hon. Lee D. Baxter, 1981; Mary Wailes, 1961; Shirley
Yawitz, 1977; Hon. Isabella Horton Grant, 1964; and Marjorie Childs, 1967.
Seated from the left are: Elvera Wollitz Smith, 1954; Isabel Greiner, 1963;
Hon. Ollie Marie-Victoire, 1974; Hon Ina Levin Gyemant, 1979; Mildred
Wolloski Levin, 1959; and Janet Aitken, 1966. Source: 2002 Commemora-
tive Calendar.
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she passed the California bar exam. She ended up work-
ing at a small firm, Livingston & Feldman, where she got
an interview because of her Queen’s Bench connections.
She started by doing some research and stayed there
for the next 25 years, becoming a partner in the mean-
time, until she was appointed to the Municipal Court
bench in 1979. When she was getting started in her prac-
tice of law, there were very few women who were practic-
ing attorneys. One attorney was known to hire women,
but they did not get paid if they didn’t win their case.
And there was only one woman judge on the Superior
Court bench then: Hon. Theresa Meikle, the first woman
judge on the San Francisco Superior Court.

Judge Grant remembers that Queen’s Bench offered
guidance to any member in search of it, and was a valu-
able networking resource. Queen’s Bench had monthly
meetings, as well as committees, but also actively en-
couraged its members to join and be active in other male-
dominated organizations such as Lawyer’s Club and the
Bar Association of San Francisco. The Queen’s Bench
did not go about its work of improving conditions and
opportunities for women in a dour or angry way, and they
were not always even serious. A trio, comprised of Char-
lotte Cohelan, Moira Ford and Mary Wailes “put Queen’s
Bench on the map” with humorous and musical perfor-
mances at various events, such as the Bar Association
of San Francisco’s 80th Anniversary Celebration, with the
assistance of lyrics by local attorney Forrest A. Cobb, Jr.
(see lyrics in box on page 4). A fun and memorable event
during Judge Grant’s Presidency was a party for State
Bar delegates at screen actor Edward Everett Horton’s
home. Mr. Horton was Judge Grant’s maternal uncle.

Hon. Ina Levin Gyemant
Judge Gyemant literally grew up with Queen’s Bench,

and has made some of her best friends there. Her mother
was the late Mildred Woloski Levin, President in 1959.
Ms. Levin started her practice of law at the same time
as Elvera Wollitz Smith. When she passed the California
bar exam, she won a bet that “no woman, especially a

pretty one, could possibly answer the questions.” After
going to 30 law offices, and not even getting interviews
from 90 others, she was only able to find a job as a
telephone operator for a law firm, until a friend intro-
duced her to Jake Erlich, a well-know criminal attorney
who let Ms. Levin get started by practicing law in his
reception area. Ms. Levin went on to have a long and very
successful legal career, and also made some of her best
friends along the way in Queen’s Bench.

Judge Gyemant graduated from Hastings College of
Law, her mother’s alma mater, in 1968. She remembers
that even at that time large law firms would typically
have only one female associate. Men with worse law school
records would get jobs before better qualified women.
Things began to change dramatically in the 70’s, so she
became President at the end of very eventful decade for
women in San Francisco. During her Presidency, Queen’s
Bench held a lunch in honor of Hon. Agnes O’Brien Smith,
who was the first woman named to the American Board
of Trial Advocates and served as Queen’s Bench Presi-
dent in 1951. The proceeds, along with funds from Judge
Smith’s son Dr. Philip Smith, were used to establish a

QB Memories
Continued from page 2

The “Queen’s Bench Chorus” of Charlotte Cohelan, Moira
Ford and Mary Wailes perform at the Palace Hotel (circa
1952).

continued, page 4

An early predecessor to the current LEAADD Dinner was featured in ”The
Brief Case” monthly magazine published by the Bar Association of San
Francisco in June, 1952. The caption reads: ”Miss Elvera Wollitz, Secretary
of the Queen’s Bench, modeling a blue shantung dress, to the visible
edification of women lawyers, doctors, and dentists, who revived their
annual joint gatherings for the first time since World War II, in the lounge of
the Bar Association of San Francisco on April 17, 1952. The event was
called a ‘Fashion Show,’ limited in invitation to women only.”
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scholarship her name at the University of San Francisco
Law School.

During the 1970’s, then Governor Jerry Brown began
appointing more women to the bench. Also during the
1970’s, Queen’s Bench sponsored a rape victimization
study that greatly improved the way rape victims are
treated, including a private examination room at San
Francisco General Hospital and investigation by a fe-
male, not a male, police officer. (Past Presidents Ms. Levin
and Judge Smith, as well as Past President Jettie Pierce
Selvig, were part of the driving force behind this study.)
Also in the 1970’s, Queen’s Bench submitted an amicus
brief in the case of People of the State of California v.
Rincon-Pineda (1975) 14 Cal. 3d 864, that, along with
Ms. Levin’s oral argument on behalf of Queen’s Bench,
resulted in California being the first state to eliminate
the judicial instruction that a rape victim’s testimony
should be viewed with caution. Statistics in the Queen’s
Bench brief showed that rapes were seriously under-re-
ported because of the way victims were treated, and that
rape had the second highest acquittal rate of any crime
in the state.

Judge Gyemant has passed her enthusiasm for the
law and Queen’s Bench on to her daughter, Anne Gyemant
Paris, who is now herself a graduate of Hastings and a
member of Queen’s Bench — making the Levin/Gyemant
grandmother, mother and daughter a three generation
Queen’s Bench family!

Please enjoy the photos and other historical mate-
rial these inspiring Queen’s Bench founders have shared
with us, included in this issue.

From left to right: Janet Aitken, Marjorie Childs, Delia
Edge, Hon. Isabella Horton Grant, and Dorothy Young at
a 1967 event at the Palace Hotel. Source: 2002 Com-
memorative Calendar.

QB Memories
Continued from page 1 Queen’s Bench Anthem

(1953)
Words: Forrest A. Cobb, Jr.
Music: O Tannenbaum

Oh dear Queen’s Bench, we pledge to thee
Our everlasting loyalty
Thy precious name we’ll never mar
At this or any other bar.
We’ll be as gracious as a queen
We’ll be refined and not obscene
In other words, we’ll keep it clean
There is no R in August.
In court we’re always dignified
We’re often sober, seldom fried
No legal duty do we shirk
Except we don’t seduce the clerk.
We hardly ever come to grief
Because we always seek relief
On information and belief
There is no R in August.
We know of men who rant and foam
That woman’s place is in the home
But any man’s a dirty louse
Who wants his woman in a house.
Our lemonade we never spike
No blow in anger do we strike
We’re all too goddamn ladylike
There is no R in August.

Member News
■■■■■ QB member Nancy Lewellen wishes to announce

that she has joined the Palladian Law Group, a
Professional Corporation, as a principal. Palladian
specializes in reasonably priced legal services
including Real Estate, Business, International,
Wills and Trusts, Employment and Intellectual
Property law. Nancy’s new address is: 220
Montgomery, Suite 560, San Francisco, CA 94104
Nancy’s new contact numbers are: telephone:
(415) 399-0993; facsimile: (415) 399-0994 and
email: nyl@palladianlawgroup.com. Please stop by
and see her new office!

■■■■■ Queen’s Bench is happy to announce that Eliza-
beth D. “BX” Long has been appointed Co-Chair of
the QB Education Committee!

Know a QB member who has exciting personal or career
news to celebrate? E-mail details to felicia@valleralaw.org
for inclusion in future QB newsletters.

mailto:felicia@valleralaw.org
mailto:felicia@valleralaw.org
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Sheila Dolan, our long time Queen’s
Bench member and historian, gra-
ciously agreed to meet me so I could
interview her and learn more about the
extensive, colorful history of the
Queen’s Bench organization. Among
other important services to Queen’s
Bench, Sheila has custody of the pre-
cious and unique Queen’s Bench his-
torical archives. We picked a day to
meet when Sheila’s adorable five year-
old son, Raleigh, had a play date so
that we could talk without boring her
son to tears. We met on a cloudy, over-
cast typical San Francisco morning at
a small cheery café near the Glen Park
Bart Station and not far from Sheila’s
home. Time absolutely flew by while we
talked and what I had intended to have
as a one hour interview turned into an
hour and a half. The play date was long
over when we said goodbye.

LEARNING FROM HISTORY:

An Interview with Sheila Dolan,
the Queen’s Bench Historian
by Assistant Newsletter Editor Lisa LeJeune

suffragists who fought long and hard
so we women could share in the civic
duty and privilege of voting, I have de-
cided to walk my absentee ballot into
City Hall with my three and a half year
old daughter. It is never too early to
empower the future of our country.

Queen’s Bench was founded in 1921,
one year after women attained the
right to vote. Like the founding sisters
of the 19th amendment, the founding
sisters of Queen’s Bench paved the way
for the advancement of women. We
honor the founding sisters of Queen’s
Bench for their dedication to give
women a voice in the legal profession. I
dedicate this issue of our newsletter
to the founding sisters of Queen’s
Bench, for getting us this far, and to
our current sisters, for their ongoing
commitment to advance women in the
law and society. Happy reading!

I wanted to share with everyone my
opportunity to meet the Queen’s Bench
Historian because I really learned about
Sheila’s history as an active member
of Queens Bench. I learned that Sheila
had attended U.C. Hastings School of
Law later in life after she had already
attained a master’s degree in French. I
learned that during her time at
Hastings, she managed to carve out a
place for herself and for other non-tra-
ditional students similarly situated. I
learned that Sheila had worked in a
variety of legal environments including:
a boutique family law firm, a corporate
bank, and the San Francisco Rent
Board. I learned that although her jobs
changed her dedication to her clients
and to fairness never wavered. Many
thanks to Sheila for her long history of
service to Queen’s Bench and for her
valuable role in helping preserve our rich
and unique history!

Queen’s Bench Past Presidents
2003 Eliza M. Rodrigues
2002 Lisa K. Rauch
2001 Patricia G. Rosenberg
2000 Barbara Ann Caulfield
1999 Heidi Kohn Hugo
1998 Annette Nicki Skovronski
1997 Paula K. Bauer
1996 Nancy J. Newman
1995 Elizabeth A. Mohr
1994 Mary Patricia Hough
1993 Jill Schlichtmann
1992 Maggie Murray Courtney
1991 Moira J. Buxbaum
1990 Betty C. Bullock
1989 Angela M. Bradstreet
1988 Hon. Mary E. Wiss
1987 Hon. Adrienne Jacobs Miller
1986 Hon. Charlene Padovani

Mitchell
1985 Catherine Duggan
1984 Hon. Ruth  S. Astle
1983 Hon. Barbara J. R. Jones
1982 Hon. Wendy Nelder
1981 Hon. Lee D. Baxter
1980 Kathy S. Krohn
1979 Hon. Ina Levin Gyemant

1978 Suzie S. Thorn
1977 Shirley Yawitz
1976 Ruth Rymer
1975 Jettie Pierce Selvig
1974 Hon. Ollie M. Marie-Victoire
1973 Doris Anderson
1972 Elizabeth A. Truninger
1971 Joyce Ferris Metcalf
1970 Eugenia MacGowan
1969 Renee Rubin
1968 Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins
1967 Hon. Marjorie M. Childs
1966 Hon. Janet Aitken
1965 Delia L. Edge
1964 Hon. Isabella Horton Grant
1963 Isabella Greiner
1962 Charlotte Cohelan Danforth
1961 Mary Wailes
1960 Tommy F.  Angell
1959 Mildred W. Levin
1958 Lois Arnold Bergmans
1957 Anna White Garlund
1956 Evelynn B. Follett
1955 Lee Penland French
1954 Elvera Wollitz Smith
1953 Ruth Church Gupta

1952 Lois McGovern O’Brien
1951 Hon. Agnes O’Brien Smith
1950 Grace Berger Barbee
1949 Mary Hennessy
1948 Lois Fish
1947 Elizabeth Craig
1946 Harriett Haas
1945 Katherine Hanrahan
1944 Edith Wilson
1943 Laurel Waller Streiff
1942 Laurel Waller Streiff
1941 Kathleen Barry
1940 Mathilde Lacau
1939 Anne McDonald Chistensen
1938 Bertha Ast
1937 Marie M. Nelson
1936 Rose M. Fanucchi
1935 Wanda Quinlan Lahanier
1934 Fred D. Callaway
1933 Naomi Hammond Groshong
1932 Eloise B. Cushing
1931 Margaret Torryson
1930 Eloise B. Cushing
1929 Esther B. Phillips
1928 Henriette W. Steinegger
1927 Julia M. Easley
1926 Charlotte MacGregor Boggs
1925 Geraldine McCown
1924 Enid Childs Coate
1923 Hon. Mary A. Wetmore
1922 Gail Laughlin
1921 Christine Turner

Message from the President
Continued from page 1
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ANNOUNCEMENTS ...

QUEEN’S BENCH NEWSLETTER
Published monthly by the Queen’s Bench

 Bar Association of the San Francisco Bay Area,
a California nonprofit corporation

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Felicia Vallera
ASSISTANT EDITORS:

Lisa LeJeune and Elizabeth D. “BX” Long

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE:
816 E. Fourth Avenue

San Mateo, CA 94401-3317
Telephone: 415-249-9280
Facsimile: 650-344-1588

E-mail: QueensBench@rcn.com
Internet: www.queensbench.org

ADMINISTRATOR: Maurine Killough

2004 OFFICERS

CAROL A. SALVAGIONE .................... President
MARIA SCHOPP ........................ First Vice President
JOANNA FRAZIER ................. Second Vice President
KELLY ROBBINS ................................. Secretary
NIKKI McKENNEDY ............................. Treasurer
FELICIA VALLERA ............... Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
ELIZA M. RODRIGUES ....... Immediate Past President

2004 DIRECTORS

BARBARA HARRIS CHIANG
CATHERINE DUGGAN

KELLI DUEHNING
AMEE MIKACICH

HON. ADRIENNE JACOBS MILLER
HELENE SWANSON

Lawyers Club of San Francisco – American
Inn of Court Invites Queen’s Bench
Members to Participate!
The Lawyers Club of San Francisco — American Inn of
Court Organization has issued a special membership in-
vitation to Queen’s Bench members. As an Inn of Court
member, you will receive: membership to the National
Chapter of the American Inns of Court; membership in
The Lawyers’ Club of San Francisco; MCLE credit - up to
11-hours - dependent on participation; delicious full-
course dinners at San Francisco restaurants following
each monthly session; end-of-year gala; and opportuni-
ties to socialize with fellow members See enclosed flyers
or contact Executive Director Kristen McDonnell (415)
485-1654, or kmcdonnell@lawyersclubsf.org.

D.A. Kamala Harris Speaks at Annual QB
Judges’ Dinner - September 7!
The elegant Intercontinental Mark Hopkins Hotel at the
top of Nob Hill will once again be the setting for the an-
nual Queens’ Bench Judges’ Dinner on Tuesday night,
September 7, starting at 6:00 p.m. This year, in addi-
tion to welcoming dozens of highly distinguished mem-

bers of the bench, Queen’s Bench will present San Fran-
cisco District Attorney Kamala Harris as the keynote
speaker. Please encourage your firm or company to spon-
sor a table, or individual attendees are very welcome too.
For further info about table sponsorship please contact
event organizers Maria Schopp (maria_schopp@yahoo.com)
and Joanna Frazier (jfrazier@sheppardmullin.com). See
enclosed flyer for details!

The Delectable Day of Play —
September 12!
Learn how to help children in need. Come play at the De-
lectable Day of Play, Sunday September 12, 2004, from
noon to 5:00 p.m. at the Civic Center Plaza. The Delec-
table Day of Play benefits the San Francisco Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate Program and is fiscally spon-
sored by the Every Child Can Learn Foundation. The De-
lectable Day of Play seeks to help underprivileged and
foster care children in need. DDOP is a day of fun for
kids, offering free services, resources, and community to
children of all ages. The fun for ALL children at DDOP
includes two stages of musicians, dancers, poets, aerial
trapeze artists, acrobat stilt-walkers, a puppet show,
clowns, hula-hoopers, face-painting, food, prizes, and
more. For further information call (415) 297-2837 or see
www.ddop.org.

The Grand Finale of the Glass Ceiling
Breakers — September 14!
Program IV — GENDER BIAS ACROSS THE NEGOTIAT-
ING TABLE, our last Queen’s Bench Glass Ceiling Breaker
MCLE program, will feature the following role model guest
speakers: Angela M. Bradstreet, Past President of QB,
CWL and BASF, Practice Group Vice Chair and former
Managing Partner of Carroll, Burdick & McDonough, LLP;
Marci Rubin, SVP and Deputy General Counsel, Wells
Fargo Bank; Rachel Krevans, Managing Partner, Morrison
& Foerster LLP San Francisco Office; and Eliza M.
Rodrigues, Stoel Rives LLP, Past President of Queen’s
Bench, Panel Moderator. This event will be hosted by
Morrison & Foerster, LLP at 425 Market Street. Regis-
tration and networking reception from 5:45-6:30, pro-
gram 6:30-8:00 (1.5 units MCLE). Flyer and registra-
tion form enclosed. THIS EVENT IS CURRENTLY SOLD
OUT. IF YOU HAVE REGISTERED BUT DO NOT PLAN TO
ATTEND, PLEASE CONTACT MAURINE KILLOUGH (415)
249-9280 TO CANCEL SO THAT SOMEONE ON THE
WAITING LIST MAY TAKE YOUR SEAT.

continued, page 9

Email:QueensBench@rcn.com
http:// www.queensbench.org
mailto:kmcdonnell@lawyersclubsf.org
mailto:mschopp@riebel-schopp.com
mailto: jfrazier@smrh.com
http://www.ddop.org
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NAWBO Presents:
Equal Opportunity For Women — It
Affects All Of Us — September 23!
The National Association of Women Business Owners
(NAWBO) San Francisco Chapter presents its monthly
dinner on September 23, from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., featur-
ing keynote speaker Irma D. Herrera. Irma D. Herrera is
Executive Director of Equal Rights Advocates, a San
Francisco based civil rights organization dedicated to
advancing equal opportunity for women and girls
(www.equalrights.org), leading the fight for women’s
equality for almost 30 years. Irma’s organization is lead-
ing the team that has engaged Wal-Mart in a class ac-
tion suit concerning jobs, pay, and promotions for 1.6
million current and former women employees and man-
agers. It is widely believed that this suit will force em-
ployers to address unequal pay for women, which right
now is an average of 77% of what men are paid. Experts
say, “Because Wal-Mart is so big, so enormous, so pow-
erful . . . where there is a large lawsuit, people pay atten-
tion—if Wal-Mart starts promoting women and allowing
them to go where many men have gone, it’s going to open
a lot of doors.” As a leader of this landmark effort, Irma
will share with us the background and the progress of
the case, which has implications for all women, including
women business owners. Irma will also be receiving the
NAWBO-SF President’s Award for Community Advocate
of the Month. World Trade Club (behind The Ferry Build-
ing at the foot of Market Street), San Francisco. Pre-
registration $40/members; $50/guests, or pay at the
door $45/members; $55/guests. For more info, or to reg-
ister via phone, contact: Rhoda Singer, Chapter Admin-
istrator, (415)333-2130, email: register@nawbo-sf.org.

CWL Presents: So, You Want to Be a
Judge? — October 2!
California Women Lawyers is pleased to announce plans
for its popular “So, You Want to Be a Judge?” seminar to
be held in Oakland, Saturday, October 2, 2004, at the
Waterfront Plaza Hotel, Oakland. John Davies, Judicial
Appointments Advisor to Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger, has graciously agreed to participate
along with Mark Schickman, Chair of the Judicial Nomi-
nations Evaluation Commission according to Program
Chair Judge Brenda Harbin-Forte of the Alameda County
Superior Court. For information contact Glenda
Haggenmaker at cwlsac@cwo.com.

Jackie Speier at the Annual LEAADD
Dinner — October 7!
Mark your calendars for the evening of October 7, 2004,
for the Annual LEAADD (for women Lawyers, Engineers,
Architects, Accountants, Doctors and Dentists) net-
working dinner, to be held at the Atrium Restaurant in
the 101 California Building starting at 6:00 p.m. We are
excited to announce that this year’s honored guest
speaker will be Senator Jackie Speier. This event has been
organized by the Queen’s Bench Business Development
Committee in conjunction with the LEAADD affiliate or-
ganizations from other professions. See enclosed flyer
for details!

California Women Lawyers 30th Annual
Dinner — October 7 in Monterey
Headed to the California Bar Association Annual Meet-
ing? Be sure to include the California Women Lawyers
30th Annual Dinner, co-sponsored by the State Bar of
California, and featuring keynote speaker Faye Wattelton,
at 7:00 p.m. at the Portola Plaza Hotel in Monterey. See
enclosed flyer for details!

QB Education Committee Meeting —
October 12
The Queen’s Bench Education Committee will have a
meeting of all interested volunteers on the evening of
Tuesday night, October 12 at 6:00 p.m. at the Law Of-
fice of Felicia Vallera, 550 California Street, Sacramento
Tower Suite 700. The Queen’s Bench Education Commit-
tee supports the retention and advancement of women
in the legal profession by providing: affordable MCLE pro-
grams on a variety of topics to help women overcome
barriers to diversity; access to role model women leaders
in all types of legal work environments; and a continuously
evolving Queen’s Bench Education Curriculum carefully
designed to address the unique training needs of women
in the legal profession. We will discuss 2005 MCLE pro-
gram planning, based on the results of the recent QB
Member Survey. Refreshments will be provided. Please con-
tact co-chairs Kathryn Schmidt at (408) 828-2618 or
kschmidt@cal.berkeley.edu, or BX Long (415) 693-9315
or bxlong@bxlonglaw.com for further information.

QB Annual Members Meeting — October 28
Time for democratic process at its finest! All Queen’s Bench
members are invited to attend our Annual Members Meet-
ing on Thursday, October 28 at 6:00 p.m. at First Republic
Bank, 111 Pine Street in San Francisco. Appetizers and wine
will be served courtesy of First Republic Bank. For further
information see enclosed flyer or contact Queen’s Bench
Second Vice President and Membership Chair Joanna Frazier
at (415) 774-3258 or jfrazier@sheppardmullin.com.
QUEEN’S BENCH MEMBERS ONLY PLEASE. THERE IS
NO COST FOR THIS EVENT.

Announcememts
Continued from page 8

mailto:cwlsac@cwo.com
mailto:kschmidt@cal.berkeley.edu
mailto:bxlong@bxlonglaw.com
mailto: jfrazier@smrh.com
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Queen’s Bench Bar Association of the San Francisco
Bay Area’s sister organization is the Queen’s Bench

Foundation. The Foundation was incorporated on March
25, 1974. The Foundation, a charitable organization, was
founded in order to receive funds from the Mayor’s Crimi-
nal Justice Council to conduct a research study on rape
(the Rape Victimization Study.) The founding members
are: Hon. Ollie Marie-Victoire, ret. (QBBA Pres.1974), Carol
M. Hehmeyer, Jettie Pierce Selvig (QBBA Pres.1975),
Shirley C. Yawitz (QBBA Pres. 1977), Hon. Agnes O’Brien
Smith (QBBA Pres. 1951), Suzie S. Thorn (QBBA Pres.
1978), Marie Burke Lia and Ruth Miller. The Articles of
Incorporation state that the primary purpose for which
the Foundation was formed is education, research and
dissemination of information regarding the defense of
human and civil rights secured by law.

The Rape Victimization Study, a year long study, be-
gan in 1974 and focused on the victims of rape and the
systems which respond to them. The first six months of
the project concentrated on studying the psychological
and social impact of rape and victim’s needs, health and
criminal justice procedures in handling rape cases, com-
munity services available to victims, and why women do
not report rape to the police. The latter six months of
the project focused on improving services for victims and
upgrading health and law enforcement response to vic-
tims. The Foundation worked with the police and hospi-
tals to increase their sensitivity and initiated a series
of professional training and community education pro-
grams. The project terminated on June 30, 1975.

The Foundation research and evaluation indicated an
urgent need for on-going development of services for vic-
tims and for continued improvements in the city’s re-
sponse to the rape problem. Because there were many
improvements needed and more work to be done, the
Foundation applied to the U.S. Justice Department, Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration for second year
funding. The Mayor’s Criminal Justice Council voted that

the project be a priority for San Francisco. The Law En-
forcement Assistance Administration awarded the grant
on November 1, 1975, for a duration of one year. The
Foundation’s overall goal for the second year project was
to improve the city’s response to the crime of rape, both
in terms of treatment of victims and in terms of effec-
tive prevention, law enforcement and crime control. The
study consisted of confidential interviews with rape vic-
tims, victims of attempted rape, and women who have
never been sexually assaulted. One notable point from
the study showed that of the 112 cases reviewed, 70% of
the attacks had been initiated with a casual conversa-
tion. The attackers were “testing” to see how compliant
or accommodating these women were. The results of this
study, entitled Project Rape Response, was published in
1976, by the U.S. Department of Justice, Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Administration.

Continuing with its primary purpose of education,
research and dissemination of information regarding the
defense of human and civil rights secured by law, the
Foundation, in 1977, published a 69 page report,
entitled, Sexual Abuse of Children. This report is still
available at local bookstores. Even today, all three Foun-
dation projects (Rape Victimization Study, Project Rape
Response and Sexual Abuse of Children) are still referred
to in college textbooks and on online websites dealing
with domestic violence.

Today, the Foundation provides the sole funding for
the Juvenile Hall Project and makes funds available for
the retention of speakers at major QBBA events. The
2004 Foundation Board members are: President Eliza
M. Rodrigues; Secretary Patricia Rosenberg, Treasurer
Nikki S. McKennedy and Director Anne Gyemant Paris.
The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
Charitable donations to the Foundation can be made my
sending your check to Queen’s Bench, 816 E. 4th Avenue,
San Mateo, CA 94491. All donations are tax-deductible.

The History of the Queen’s Bench Foundation
by QB Foundation President Eliza M. Rodrigues

Career Corner — For QB Members Only!
The Queen’s Bench “Career Corner” will resume next month. “Career Corner”
is an opportunity for QB members in career transition to connect with other
QB members who may be able to assist. If you are a 2004 dues-paid QB
member admitted to the California bar who is seeking full time, part-time or
contract legal work, or just some legal career transition advice from experi-
enced practitioners in your specialty, send an e-mail to felicia@valleralaw.org
with the following BRIEF info: name, law school and year of degree, practice
area(s), contact info (phone number, e-mail or both), and a goal statement of
10 words or less. Employers: Please also send job postings!

mailto:felicia@valleralaw.org
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2004 COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS
AMICUS BRIEFS
Helene Swanson
Vogl & Meredith
456 Montgomery Street, 20th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
(415) 398-0200 (T) / (415) 398-2820 (F)
heswanson@earthlink.com

AWARDS
Hon. Charlene Mitchell
San Francisco Superior Court
Civic Center Courthouse, Dept. 502
400 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA  94102
(415) 551-3768 (T)
cmitchell@sfsc.org

Hon. Ruth S. Astle
Office of Administrative Hearings
1515 Clay Street, Suite 206
Oakland, CA  94612
(510) 622-2722 (T) / (510) 622-2743 (F)
judgersa@comcast.net

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Barbara Harris Chiang
Dillingham & Murphy
225 Bush Street, 6th Floor
San Francisco, CA  94104
(415) 397-2700 (T) / (415) 397-3300 (F)
bhc@wirepaladin.com

Katherine Burke
Tour-Sarkissian Law Offices
211 Gough Street, 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA  94102
(415) 626-7744 (T)
katherineburke@earthlink.net 

CIVIC APPOINTMENTS
TBA★

CONFERENCE OF DELEGATES
Lisa K. Rauch
45 Valdez Ave
San Francisco, CA 94112-1320
(415) 990-7289 (T)

CWL LIASON
Patricia Rosenberg
Haas & Najarian
58 Maiden Lane, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA  94108
(415) 788-6330 (T) / (415) 391-0555 (F)
prosenberg@haasnaja.com

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Sophie Froelich
Nossaman, Gunther, Knox & Elliott
50 California Street, 34th Floor
San Francisco, CA  94111-4707
(415) 438-7293 (T) / (415) 398-2438 (F)
sfroelich@nossaman.com

EDUCATION
Elizabeth (BX) Long
Law Office of Elizabeth D. Long
351 California Street, Suite 550
San Francisco, CA  94104
(415) 693-9315 (T) / (415) 394-6390 (F)
bxlong@bxlonglaw.com

Kathryn Schmidt
310 Arballo Drive, #11A
San Francisco, CA  94132
(408) 828-2618 (T)
kschmidt@cal.berkeley.edu

★Please call Carol Salvagione at (415) 788-2600, if you are interested in working on or chairing this committee.

Contact Your President...
Carol A. Salvagione
Hedani, Choy, Spalding & Salvagione, LLP
595 Market Street, Suite 1100
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 778-0800
csalvagione@hedanichoy.com

EMPLOYMENT
Kelly Francis
On Call Counsel
140 Geary Street, 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA  94108
(415) 392-5858 x130 (T) / (415) 362-7813 (F)
kfrancis@oncallcounsel.com

ENDOWMENT
TBA★

HISTORIAN
Sheila A. Dolan
77 Harper Street
San Francisco, CA  94131
(415) 642-5097 (T) / (415) 642-5099 (F)
wk03955@pipeline.com

INTERNET
Joanna Frazier
Sheppard Mullin et al LLP
4 Embarcadero Center, 17th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 434-9100 (T) / (415) 434-3947
jfrazier@sheppardmullin.com 

Helene Swanson
Vogl & Meredith
456 Montgomery Street, 20th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
(415) 398-0200 (T) / (415) 398-2820 (F)
heswanson@earthlink.com

JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS
TBA★

JUVENILE HALL
Isabella Del Santo
U.S. Dept. of Labor
71 Stevenson Street, Suite 1110
San Francisco, CA  94105
(415) 975-4485 (T) / (415) 975-4495 (F)
delsanto-isabella@dol.gov

Alison Fusco
900 Bush Street, Suite 621
San Francisco, CA  94109
(415) 928-2487 (T)
alisonfusco@hotmail.com

Maria Schopp
Law Offices of Maria E. Schopp
234 Van Ness Ave
San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 621-6256(T) / (415) 621-6263 (F)
mschopp@riebel-schopp.com

LEGISLATIVE
Elizabeth Saviano
Hooper, Lundy & Bookman, Inc.
180 Montgomery Street, Suite 1000
San Francisco, CA 94104
(415) 875-8508 (T) / (415) 875-8519 (F)
e-mail: esaviano@health-law.com

MEMBERSHIP
Joanna Frazier
Sheppard Mullin et al LLP
4 Embarcadero Center, 17th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 434-9100 (T) / (415) 434-3947
jfrazier@sheppardmullin.com 

MENTORSHIP
Pamela Markert
Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard & Smith, LLP
One Sansome Street, Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA  94104
(415) 438-6647 (T)
markert@ldbb.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Felicia Vallera
Law Office of Felicia Vallera
550 California Street
Sacramento Tower, Suite 700
San Francisco, CA  94104
(415) 291-9580 (T) / (415) 480-1651 (F)
felicia@valleralaw.org

PROGRAMS
Maria Schopp
Law Offices of Maria E. Schopp
234 Van Ness Ave
San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 621-6256 (T) / (415) 621-6263 (F)
mschopp@riebel-schopp.com

PUBLICITY AND OUTREACH
Catherine Duggan
Law Offices of Catherine Duggan
One Kaiser Plaza, Suite 480
Oakland, CA  94612
(510) 836-1080 (T) / (510) 836-1025 (F)
cdugganlaw@aol.com

Kelli Duehning
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services
630 Sansome Street, Suite 1080
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 844-5254 (T)
kelli.duehning@dhs.gov

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
Christina L. “Christy” Bonner
Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation
100 Potrero Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94103-4813
(415) 558-0792 (T) / (415) 863-1373 (F)
clb@dolby.com

SCHOLARSHIPS
Hon. Adrienne Jacobs Miller
San Francisco Superior Court
Informal & Juvenile Traffic Court
575 Polk Street, Dept. 003
San Francisco, CA 94012
(415) 551-4093 (T) / (415) 292-2263 (F)
amiller@SFTC.org

Claudia Kent Dickman
459 Fulton Street, Suite 208
San Francisco, CA  94102
(415) 551-2457 (T) / (415) 551-2577 (F)
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September
1 Juvenile Hall Project

7:00 p.m.
Youth Guidance Center, San Francisco
Coupons from the Heart

7 Queen’s Bench Annual Judges’ Dinner
6:00 p.m. Reception; 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Featuring District Attorney Kamala Harris
The Intercontinental Mark Hopkins, Number One
Nob Hill. See enclosed flyer for details.

14 QB Glass Ceiling Breakers – Putting
Women on Leadership Track
Gender Bias Across the Negotiating Table
5:45 p.m. Networking Reception;
6:30 – 8:00 p.m. MCLE Program
Morrison & Foerster, LLP, 425 Market Street
See enclosed flyer for details.
THIS EVENT IS SOLD OUT

15 Juvenile Hall Project
7:00 p.m.
Youth Guidance Center, San Francisco
Beaded Bracelets

Oct. 5 QB Board of Directors Meeting
6:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. Hedani, Choy, Spalding &
Salvagione, 595 Market Street Suite 1100

Oct. 6 Juvenile Hall Project – Ghost Windsock

Oct. 7 Annual LEAADD Dinner
6:00 p.m. Reception 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Featuring Senator Jackie Speier. Atrium
Restaurant, 101 California Building, San
Francisco. See enclosed flyer for details

Oct. 12 Queen’s Bench Education Committee Meeting
6:00 p.m., The Law Office of Felicia Vallera, 550
California Street, Sacramento Tower Suite 700

Oct. 20 Juvenile Hall Project — Face Mask Decoration

Oct. 28 Annual Queen’s Bench Members Meeting
6:00 p.m., First Republic Bank, 111 Pine Street,
San Francisco. See enclosed flyer for details –
members only please

October – Save the Dates!


